
Coastal Living Redefined: Exploring Monmouth County's Stunning Beaches with Shore Insight Group 

"At Shore Insight Group, we know that for many, the ultimate Monmouth County lifestyle means 
embracing its magnificent coastline. Having grown up enjoying these shores, I can personally attest to 
the unparalleled natural beauty and quality of life they offer. Our diverse beaches are more than just 
destinations; they're a vibrant part of what makes living here such a smart and joyful move. 

For those relocating for the new Netflix Studios at Fort Monmouth, discovering our vibrant beach 
communities is a key part of envisioning their new home. Whether you seek lively boardwalks, tranquil 
sands, or prime surf spots, Monmouth County offers a coastal experience for every preference. To help 
you truly explore, I offer custom, curated driving tours that can include picturesque routes along our 
incredible shorelines. 

Join Shore Insight Group as we share a glimpse into some of our most beloved Monmouth County 
beaches. For comprehensive details on access, badges, and local regulations, we encourage you to 
explore the official town and tourism resources below – because understanding a community includes 
embracing its iconic natural assets." 

 

Monmouth County Beaches: Your Coastal Escape (North to South) 

Here's a closer look at some of the standout beaches that define Monmouth County's vibrant shoreline, 
ordered from North to South: 

Sandy Hook (Gateway National Recreation Area - Highlands) "Sandy Hook is a truly spectacular and 
unique gem within Monmouth County, offering a diverse experience as part of the National Park 
System. This seven-mile barrier spit provides pristine beaches for swimming, sunbathing, and fishing, 
along with designated areas for surfing and birdwatching. What makes Sandy Hook truly stand out is its 
blend of natural beauty with rich history. At its northern tip lies Fort Hancock, a former U.S. Army post 
with fascinating historic structures, including the Sandy Hook Lighthouse (the oldest operating 
lighthouse in the U.S.) and the remains of military installations, offering a captivating glimpse into the 
past. Its preserved natural environment is a haven for wildlife and offers breathtaking views of the New 
York City skyline. Notably, beach access here is more economical as fees are charged per carload, not 
per person, and seniors with a National Park System Senior Pass can enjoy free entry. 

 What's Special: Part of the National Park System (Gateway National Recreation Area), pristine natural 
beaches, historic Fort Hancock and military installations, Sandy Hook Lighthouse, excellent 
birdwatching, panoramic views of the NYC skyline, and unique, more affordable carload pricing. 

 Best For: Nature lovers, history buffs, birdwatchers, families seeking a unique beach experience away 
from commercial boardwalks, those interested in coastal defense history, and budget-conscious visitors, 
especially seniors with park passes. 

 Services/Food: Limited concessions available seasonally. Restrooms, showers, and changing facilities 
are provided. Parking fees apply during peak season. Picnicking areas are available. 

 Official Links:  
o National Park Service - Gateway National Recreation Area (Sandy Hook) 
o Sandy Hook Lighthouse 

https://www.google.com/search?q=https://www.nps.gov/gate/planyourvisit/sandyhook.htm
https://www.nps.gov/gate/learn/historyculture/sandy-hook-lighthouse.htm


Asbury Park Beach (Asbury Park) "Asbury Park offers a unique blend of iconic boardwalk culture, 
artistic flair, and a beautiful stretch of sand. Renowned for its rich music history, of Bruce Springsteen 
fame, with the legendary Stone Pony still open and thriving, the vibrant arts scene, and diverse 
community, the beach here is complemented by a bustling boardwalk. Beyond the sand and boardwalk, 
Asbury Park boasts a phenomenal downtown area filled with unique shops and tons of fine 
restaurants, making it a truly walkable and engaging destination. It's a lively place that truly comes alive 
with events and activities year-round. 

 What's Special: Iconic boardwalk, live music venues (including The Stone Pony), eclectic shops and fine 
dining in a vibrant downtown, dog beach (seasonal access from Sept 15 - May 15), significant music 
history. 

 Best For: Music lovers, art enthusiasts, foodies, families seeking dynamic entertainment, and those 
looking for a vibrant, inclusive atmosphere with both beach and city amenities. 

 Services/Food: Extensive boardwalk food options (from quick bites to diverse cuisine), numerous fine 
dining establishments and shops in the downtown area, restrooms, outdoor showers, beach lockers (for 
residents), handicap beach chairs. 

 Official Links:  
o Asbury Park Boardwalk 
o City of Asbury Park Beaches & Boardwalk 

Ocean Grove Beach (Ocean Grove) "Ocean Grove offers a distinctive, serene beach experience, setting 
it apart from many other Jersey Shore towns. Known for its meticulously preserved Victorian 
architecture and a quiet, family-friendly atmosphere, the beach itself is complemented by a non-
commercial boardwalk perfect for peaceful strolls. The town also boasts an amazing Main Street, lined 
with charming boutiques and a wide array of dining options, offering a delightful stroll just steps from 
the sand. Beyond the beach, Ocean Grove is famous for its iconic Methodist Tent Colony and the 
historic Great Auditorium, an amazing outdoor theatre that hosts a variety of performances. The 
community spirit shines brightly, particularly during its wonderful 4th of July parade, which offers a 
nostalgic, almost 'Mayberry'-like experience. It's a town that truly invites relaxation, reflection, and 
cultural enjoyment. 

 What's Special: Serene atmosphere, historic Victorian charm, non-commercial boardwalk, vibrant Main 
Street with boutiques and dining, iconic Methodist Tent Colony, historic Great Auditorium (outdoor 
theatre), and a beloved 4th of July parade. 

 Best For: Families seeking a quiet retreat, those who appreciate historic beauty and unique cultural 
experiences, individuals looking for a peaceful beach experience without the typical boardwalk hustle, 
and anyone who cherishes a strong sense of small-town community. 

 Services/Food: Beach badges required seasonally. Restrooms and showers available. Dining options are 
found primarily on the charming Main Street, just a short walk from the beach. 

 Official Links:  
o Ocean Grove Camp Meeting Association - Beach Information 
o Ocean Grove NJ Dining 
o Great Auditorium 

Belmar Beach (Belmar) "Belmar Beach is a perennially popular Jersey Shore destination, known for its 
wide, clean sands and reputation as a great spot for surfing. It strikes a balance between family-friendly 
amenities and an active beach scene. The town itself boasts a lively dining scene with diverse 
restaurants and convenient services just steps from the ocean, making it easy to enjoy a full day by the 
sea. 

https://apboardwalk.com/
https://www.cityofasburypark.com/185/Asbury-Park-Beaches
https://www.oceangrove.org/beach
https://www.oceangrovenj.com/dining
https://www.google.com/search?q=https://www.oceangrove.org/auditorium


 What's Special: Excellent surfing conditions, wide beaches, vibrant town center with many dining 
options, free beach access for children 13 & under, active military, veterans, and Gold Star Families. 

 Best For: Surfers, families, young adults, and those who appreciate easy access to dining and services. 
 Services/Food: Numerous public restrooms, outdoor showers/foot showers at each beach entrance. 

Food and non-alcoholic drinks permitted on the beach. Wide array of restaurants and eateries in town 
and along Ocean Avenue. 

 Official Link:  
o Belmar Beachfront FAQs 
o Belmar Borough Dining Guide 

Manasquan Beach (Manasquan) "Manasquan Beach offers a classic, family-friendly New Jersey beach 
experience, particularly known for its iconic inlet. This area is a popular spot for fishing, surfing, and 
watching boats pass through, creating a dynamic backdrop to a day by the ocean. While it features a 
promenade, it maintains a less commercial and more relaxed feel compared to some of its neighbors, 
appealing to those who prefer a quieter atmosphere with active recreation opportunities. You'll find 
popular eateries right on or near the promenade, such as Sea Watch and Gigi's, offering convenient 
beachside dining. The beach is also just steps away from a great downtown area with additional 
charming shops and restaurants. 

 What's Special: Manasquan Inlet (great for surfing, fishing, boat watching), clean and family-friendly 
beaches, a promenade with eateries, and a charming downtown nearby. 

 Best For: Surfers, fishermen, families seeking a relaxed beach day, and those who enjoy a community-
focused beach town with easy access to dining and shopping. 

 Services/Food: Beach badges required seasonally. Restrooms and showers available. Food is permitted 
on the beach (no alcohol/glass). Various dining options are available on the promenade and in the 
nearby town center. 

 Official Links:  
o Borough of Manasquan Beach Department 
o Manasquan - VisitNJ.org 

 

Monmouth County's Exclusive Beach Clubs 

For those seeking a more private and amenity-rich beach experience, several towns in Monmouth 
County are home to distinguished private beach clubs. These clubs often offer pools, cabanas, dining, 
and exclusive services, providing a luxurious way to enjoy the Jersey Shore. While many cater to 
members, some may offer options for non-residents or guests, often with different pricing or 
membership tiers. 

Monmouth Beach Private Beach Clubs: 

 Monmouth Beach Bath and Tennis Club (MBBTC): This club offers a range of amenities and has various 
membership options, including for non-residents, as indicated by their bylaws.  

o Monmouth Beach Bath and Tennis Club: MBBTC 
 Monmouth Beach Bathing Pavilion: Operated by the Borough, this pavilion offers seasonal beach and 

pool passes with different rates for residents and non-residents, providing broader access to its 
facilities. 

o Bathing Pavilion - Borough of Monmouth Beach 

https://belmarbeachnj.com/helpful-information/beachfront-frequently-asked-questions
https://www.belmar.com/content.php?npid=176&pid=176&menu_id=24
https://www.manasquan-nj.gov/beach-department
https://visitnj.org/manasquan
https://www.mbbtc1924.com/
https://www.monmouthbeach.org/community/bathing-pavilion/


o Purchase Daily Beach Badges / Seasonal Parking - Borough of Monmouth Beach 

Sea Bright Private Beach Clubs: 

 Chapel Beach Club: Chapel Beach Club 
 Driftwood Cabana Club: Driftwood Cabana Club 
 Edgewater Beach & Cabana Club: Edgewater Beach, Inc. 
 Seabright Beach Club: Seabright Beach Club 

Long Branch Private Beach Clubs: 

 Avenue Beach Club: Avenue | Rooftop Lounge, Restaurant & Beach Club 
 Elberon Bathing Club: ELBERON BATHING CLUB – EBC 
 Ocean Beach Club: Ocean Beach Club: Home 
 Promenade Beach Club: Promenade Beach Club 

 

Explore More & Plan Your Visit: 

"Monmouth County is home to many other wonderful beaches, each with its own unique charm. Here 
are just a few more options to explore for your next coastal adventure: 

 Long Branch: Long Branch, NJ | Official Website 
 Spring Lake: Beach & Pools - Spring Lake NJ 
 Avon-by-the-Sea: Avon by the Sea 
 Bradley Beach: Borough of Bradley Beach Bradley Beach NJ Official Website 
 Sea Girt: Sea Girt Beach 

For comprehensive details on access, badges, parking, and specific amenities for each location, we 
encourage you to visit their official municipal and tourism websites. 

 General Monmouth County Tourism Info (may list various beaches): Visit Monmouth County 

 

Your Next Smart Move Starts Here: 

"The vibrant beach communities and coastal lifestyle are just a few of the many reasons to consider 
making Monmouth County your home, especially if you're looking to relocate for Netflix Studios. As 
your Shore Insight Group partner, I offer in-depth market analysis, tailored relocation support, and a 
keen understanding of how these incredible natural assets contribute to property values and overall 
quality of life. 

Ready to find a home that perfectly complements your Monmouth County lifestyle? Let's make a 
smart move together. Contact Shore Insight Group for a personalized consultation or to arrange your 
custom driving tour of the area, including these magnificent beaches." 

 

https://www.monmouthbeach.org/purchase-daily-beach-badges-seasonal-parking/
https://www.chapelbeachclub.com/
https://www.driftwoodcc.com/
http://www.edgewaterbeachandcabanaclub.com/cabana-membership
https://seabrightbc.org/
https://www.avenuelongbranch.com/
https://www.ebc1943.com/
https://www.oceanbeachclub.org/
https://www.promenadebeachclub.com/
https://www.longbranch.org/
https://www.springlakeboro.org/departments/beach-pools
https://www.avonbytheseanj.com/
https://www.bradleybeachnj.gov/
https://www.seagirt-nj.gov/beach
https://www.visitmonmouth.com/

